
Class 9 Guitar– Blues and Review

• 12 – Bar Blues in A 
• Blues backup like Chuck Berry
• Blues Scale in 5th position
• Difference between straight time and shuffle 

time
• What blues is and what it isn’t
• Variations of 12 barre for Guitar II
• Barre forms for 12 barre blues
• Other Patterns.
• For Wed class Review of Lick for Wonderful 

Tonight with other uses.
• Start Notes on the 3rd and 4th string.



12 Bar Blues 
 
The 12 bar blues usually uses the following format: 
 
(In the Key of A) 
 
4/4  ||: A7   | (D7)   |  (A7)   |     | D7   |      |  A7    |    |  E7  | D7  | A7  | (E7)  
 First 4 bars call                   | Repeat call 2nd 4    | Response                        
 
So it is broken down into 3 sets of 4 measures each.  An example would be: 
 

Hound Dog 
 

               A7 
4/4 You Ain't nothin but a ||: Hound Dog, | cryin all the | time. |  
              (Call) 
A7   D7         A7 
You Ain't nothin but a | Hound Dog, | cryin all the | time. |  
   (Repeated Call) 
A7  E7       D7 
Well you ain't | Never caught a rabbit and you | Ain't no friend of |  
  (Response) 
A7            
mine |                     :|| 
 
You need to memorize this progression.  The pattern is: 
 
4/4 ||: I     |(IV)  | (I)    |      | IV  |     | I    |      |  V   | IV    |  I   | (V)   :|| 
 
Even though that is the harmonic content of the song it is advisable to do 
something other than just to play the chords.  Do a Chuck Berry style 
accompaniment or a repeated riff.  Following is the Blues Scale In A. 



12 bar blues in A: 
4/4 ||: A  | D  | A    |        | D   |        |  A    |       | E7     | D    | A   |     : || 

Jump Jive And Wail 
 

        A                 |                                    |      |    | D                     |                               | A    | 
4/4 ||: Baby, baby it looks like it’s gonna hail.       Baby, baby it looks like it’s gonna hail.   
 

A                    |E7                            | D                                            |A                    |            : || 
             Better come inside let me teach you how to jump, jive and wail. 
(Chorus) 
Yeah, you gotta jump, jive and then you wail, you gotta jump, jive and then you wail. You gotta 
jump, jive and then you wail, you gotta jump, jive and then you wail.  You gotta jump, jive and 
then you wail away. 
 

Yeah, Papa’s in the ice box looking for a can of ale. Papas in the ice box looking for a can of ale. Said Mama’s on 
the front porch learning how to jive and wail. 
 

Chorus 
 

Said, a woman is a woman and a man ain’t nothin’ but a man. Said, a woman is a woman and a man ain’t nothin’ 
but a man.  Said one thing about them, they know how to jump, jive and wail. 
 

Chorus 
 

You know what I heard?  Jack and Jill went up hill to get a pail.  I said, Jack and Jill went up hill to get a pail.  Ah, 
Jill stood up wants to learn how to jive and wail. 
 



For Guitar II students!!!
1/8th notes with a swing.  If electric use delay for slap-back.

Fingering    2  2  1 1  2 2 3  3     4  4  3  3  2 2 1  1    Same pattern for all of this.







Get Back 
 
[A]Jojo was a man who thought he was a loner, 
[D]But he knew it couldn't [A]last. 
[A]Jojo left his home in Tuscon, Arizona 
[D]For some California [A]grass  
 
{c:Chorus} 
     [A]Get back,  get back 
     [D]Back to where you once be[A]longed  
     [A]Get back,  get back 
     [D]Back to where you once belonged - Get back Jo! 
 
Sweet Loretta Martin thought she was a woman, 
But she was another man. 
All the girls around her said she's got it comin', 
But she gets it while she can.





     Johnny B. Goode 
 A7 
4/4 ||: Way down in Louisiana,  Down to | New Orleans. | Way back up in the woods by the | Evergreens there      
 
D7           A7 
stood a long log cabin made of  | earth and wood where  | lived a country boy named | Johnny B. Goode who     
 
E7       D7                            A7              E7    
never learned to read or  | write so well but he could |Play his guitar like a  | ring in the bell Go, ||  
 
A7                     D7                 A7 
 Go   | Go Johnny go Go  |Go   | Go Johnny Go | Go   | Go Johnny Go Go | Go  | Go Johnny go Go 
 
E7    D7                    A7            E7 
Go |     Johnny B. | Goode  |         : || 

He Used to carry his guitar in a gunny sack go down to woods by the railroad tracks.  
People used to come from miles around just to here him play the driving sounds. 
 People would stop and they would say oh my how that little country boy can play Go Go etc. 
 
His mother told him someday you will be a man and you will be the leader of a big  
old band. People will come from miles around just to listen to you play your drivin' sounds.  
 Some day your name will be in lights sayin' Johnny B. Goode tonight. 

This song is a straight blues.  No shuffle!!  Play it with the Chuck Berry
background. 



    Kansas City 
 
        A                                 D 
4/4 I'm going to ||: Kansas City |Kansas City here I | come. |I'm Goin to| Kansas City |  
 
    A    E7  
Kansas City here I | come. |  They got some | crazy little women there and  | 
 
D     A         E7        A 
I'm going to get me | one.   |     I'm going to be  | standing on the corner  |  
 
A           D 
12th street and | Vine. |   I'm going to be | standing on the corner | 12th street and |  
 
A  E7   D              A 
Vine. | With my | Kansas City baby and my | bottle of Kansas City  | wine.  
 
E7          A (Break) 
 Well I | might take a train, | might take a plane but | if I have to walk I'm going to |  
 
A    D    A 
get there just the same. I'm Goin to | Kansas City  | Kansas City here I  | come. |  
 
A              E7    D      A  E7 
They got some | crazy little women there and | I'm going to ge me | one. |  If I |  
 
A (Break)    
stay with that women you | know I'm gonna die | gotta find a brand new lover |  
 
A                D               A 
that's the reason why.  I'm Goin to | Kansas City  | Kansas City here I | come. |  
 
A  E7                    D            A       
 They got some  | crazy little women there and  | I'm going to get me  | one. |     :||  

This song is a shuffle.  Listen to the Cd
To get the feeling of a shuffle.



SURFIN' U.S.A.} 
 
If ev'rybody had an [A7]ocean, across the U.S.[D]A. 
Then ev'rybody'd be [A7]surfin' like Californi[D]a 
You'd see them wearin' their [G]baggies, huarachi sandals [D]too 
A bushy bushy blond [A7]hairdo, surfin' [D]U.S.A. 
 
You'll catch 'em surfin' at Del Mar, Ventura County Line 
Santa Cruz and Tressels, Australia's Narabine 
All over Manhattan and down Doheny Way 
Ev'rybody's gone surfin', surfin' U.S.A. 
 
Well all be plannin' out a route, we're gonna take real soon 
We're waxin' down out surfboards, we can't wait for June 
We'll all be gone for the summer, we're on safari to stay 
Tell the teacher we're surfin', surfin' U.S.A. 
 
At Haggarty's and Swami's, Pacific Palisades 
San Onofree and Sunset, Redondo Beach, L. A. 
All over La Jolla, at Waiamea Bay 
Ev'rybody's gone surfin', surfin' U.S.A.

Now we will add in tacits to this song.  Each chord during the chorus will have
1 measure of the chord then 1 strum in the next measure, then stop the sound
for 3 beats (tacit) until the next chord.  Just do it on the chorus section.

Another straight feel but not a blues.





SURFIN' U.S.A.} 
 
If ev'rybody had an [A7]ocean, across the U.S.[D]A. 
Then ev'rybody'd be [A7]surfin' like Californi[D]a 
You'd see them wearin' their [G]baggies, huarachi sandals [D]too 
A bushy bushy blond [A7]hairdo, surfin' [D]U.S.A. 
 
You'll catch 'em surfin' at Del Mar, Ventura County Line 
Santa Cruz and Tressels, Australia's Narabine 
All over Manhattan and down Doheny Way 
Ev'rybody's gone surfin', surfin' U.S.A. 
 
Well all be plannin' out a route, we're gonna take real soon 
We're waxin' down out surfboards, we can't wait for June 
We'll all be gone for the summer, we're on safari to stay 
Tell the teacher we're surfin', surfin' U.S.A. 
 
At Haggarty's and Swami's, Pacific Palisades 
San Onofree and Sunset, Redondo Beach, L. A. 
All over La Jolla, at Waiamea Bay 
Ev'rybody's gone surfin', surfin' U.S.A.

Now we will add in tacits to this song.  Each chord during the chorus will have
1 measure of the chord then 1 strum in the next measure, then stop the sound
for 3 beats (tacit) until the next chord.  Just do it on the chorus section.

Best to use version in book!!
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An 8 bar blues.  Chords embedded
Key To The Highway 
 
I got the A key to the E highway, 
D Billed out and bound to go. 
I'm gonna A leave here running; 
E Walking's much too A slow. D A E 
 
I'm going A back to the E border 
D Woman, where I'm better known. 
You know you A haven't done nothing, 
E Drove a good man away from A home. D A E 
 
When the A blue peeks over the E mountains 
D I'll be on my way. 
I'm gonna A roam this old highway 
E Until the break of A day. D A E 
 
Oh give me A one, one more kiss E mama 
D Just before I go, 
'Cause when I A leave this time you know I, 
E I won't be back no A more. D A E 
 



Right Hand Techniques
• Sweep is with the thumb.  Bass sweep would be bass 

note, sweep, bass note, sweep.
• Brush is with the back of the nails.  Bass brush would be 

bass note, brush, bass note, sweep.
• Scratch is with the back of the index finger only.  Same 

pattern as above. Bass note, scratch, bass note, scratch.
• Pluck is playing the 3rd string with the index finger, 2nd

string with the middle finger, and 1st string with the ring 
finger all at the same time. Bass, pluck, bass, pluck



Now for some songs and review



Wonderful Tonight
 
4/4 ||:G            |D  |C       |D      | 
 It's late in the evening.  She's wandering what clothes to wear. 
 
G        |D   |C     |D   | 
She'll put on her make-up and brushes her long blond hair. 
 
C     |D  |G    D       |Em       |C 
And then she'll ask me - do I look all right and I'll say yes you look 
 
D  |G  |D  |C  |D  | 
wonderful tonight. 
 
G      |D    |C  |D    |G   |D | 
We go to a party and everyone turns to see.  This beautiful lady. 
 
C      |D      |C     |D  | 
That's walking around with me and then she'll ask me  
 
G       D    |Em            |C     |D    |G   |  
do you feel all right and I'll say yes I feel wonderful tonight. 
 
G   |C    |D         |G              D      | Em     | 
And I feel wonderful cause I see the love light in your eyes and the 
 
C  |D               |C             |D                |G   
wonder of it all is that you just don't realize how much I love you. 
 
|D  |C  |D  |G       |D        |C              |D   | 
  It's time to go home now. And I've got an achen head  
 
G    |D        |C              |D     | C        |D 
so I give her the car keys.  She'll help me to bed and then I tell her 
 
G     D           |Em  |C   |D     |G     | 
as I turn out the light, I say darling you look wonderful tonight. 
 
G      | C        |D        |G     |D |C |D |G || 
Oh my darling you look wonderful tonight. 





Bass Sweep Strum
• For a D chord do the rest stoke on the 4th 

string.
• Then follow through and play the rest of 

the first 3 strings.  This is called a sweep.  
The strum is the bass sweep strum.

• Count as follows beat 1 hit the 4th string 
with the thumb, beat 2 do a sweep, beat 
three the bass (4th string) and beat 4 a 
sweep.



• Again keep the beat going.  Listen to the chords and 
start to hear what they sound like.

• Guitar II on this one I want you to do alternating bass 
with a pick.  Then we will try bass runs to connect the 
chords.

• Bass for D is 4th string, A7 is 5th string and G is 6th string.
I Walk The Line

D A7          D               
: I keep a | close watch | on this heart of | mine.  | I keep my | eye's wide |open all the | time.  |

G D A7 D D
I keep the | ends out  | for the tie that | binds | because your |mine  | I walk the | Line :||          ||

A7 D



Now for a song
     Horse With No Name

Em                D
On the first part of the journey
I was lookin at all the life
There were plants and birds and rocks and things
There were sand and hills and rings

The first thing I met was a fly with a buzz
and the sky with no clouds
the heat was hot and the ground was dry
but the air was full of sound

Chorus
 Em                               D

I've been through the desert on a horse with no name
it felt good to be out of the rain
in the desert you can remember your name
'cause there ain't no one for to give you no pain
la la la  la lalala   la la  la  la la

Again in 4/4 time.
Each chord is 1 measure





I am Yours – Jason Mraz  
 
G  
Well, you done done me and you bet I felt it  
D  
I tried to be chill but you so hot that i melted  
Em                                             C 
I fell right through the cracks, and i’m tryin to get back  
G  
before the cool done run out i’ll be givin it my best test  
D  
and nothin’s gonna stop me but divine intervention  
Em                                  C  
I reckon it’s again my turn to win some or learn some  
G           D  
I won’t hesitate no more,  
Em                  C  
no more, it cannot wait i’m yours  
G  
Well open up your mind and see like me  
D  
open up your plans and damn you’re free  
Em                                   
look into your heart and you’ll find love   
C  
loved loved loved Loved  



look into your heart and you’ll find love  
C  
loved loved loved Loved  
 
G  
listen to the music at the moment people dance and sing  
D  
We just want a big family  
Em                         
It’s your god forsaken right to be loved   
C  
loved loved loved Loved  
G                D  
So, i won’t hesitate no more,  
Em                                 C  
no more, it cannot wait i’m sure  
G                                                   D  
there’s no need to complicate our time is short  
Em                C  
this is our fate, i’m yours 



Heart of Gold. 
 
        Em  Em  Em  Em  Em  Em  D       D   Em 
  /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   / 
 
e --------0---0---0---0---0---0-|-2-------2---0-----------------| 
B --------0---0---0---0---0---0-|-3-------3---0-----------------| 
G --------0---0---0---0---0---0-|-2-------2---0-----------------| 
D --------2---2---2---2---2---2-|-0-------0---2-----------0-----| 
A --------2---2---2---2---2---2-|-------------2-------0-2----2--| 
E 0-------0---0---0---0---0---0-|-------------0-----------------| 
 
[Harmonica intro] 
 
Em        C     D         G 
I want to live, I want to give 
Em          C           D        G 
I've been a miner for a heart of gold 
Em           C         D       G 
It's these expressions I never give 
Em                           G        D 
That keep me searching for a heart of gold 
C                    G 
And I'm getting old 
Em                      G        D 
Keep me searching for a heart of gold 
C                  (riff)  G 
And I'm getting old 
 
 



21 Guns - Green Day 

VERSE:     

Em       C                G        D     Em          C        G     D 
  Do you know what's worth fighting for, When it's not worth dying for? 
Em        C        G      D                C                D    
  Does it take your breath away   And you feel yourself suffocating? 
Em         C         G        D     Em        C          G        D 
  Does the pain weigh out the pride? And you look for a place to hide?  
Em        C             G      D         C 
  Did someone break your heart inside?   You're in ruins    
 
Chorus 
G   D       Em  D            C   
One, 21 guns    Lay down your arms 
G          D        G   D       Em   
Give up the fight   One, 21 guns 
  
D            C    G           D             C 
Throw up your arms into the sky,  You and I  
 
VERSE:    
Em          C     G          D    
  When you're at the end of the road    
Em        C       G             D    
  And you lost all sense of control    
Em        C            G            D    
 And your thoughts have taken their toll    
         C                              D    
When your mind breaks the spirit of your soul    
Em     C             G        D    
  Your faith walks on broken glass    
Em         C      G        D    
  And the hangover doesn't pass    
Em          C   G         D    
  Nothing's ever built to last    
 C    
You're in ruins.    
 
Chor s



G                        C                D   (Each Line) 
Another turning point a fork stuck in the road  
Time grabs you by the wrist directs you where to go 
Tab 2 
  Em            D                  C                 G 
So make the best of these days and don't ask why 
It's not a question but a lesson learned in time 
 
Chorus   
  Em              G                  Em              G 
It's something unpredictable in the end it's right 
Em                   D            G    C    D 
I hope you have the time of your life.    
 
Verse 2 
G                        C                D   (Each Line) 
So take the photographs and stillframes in your mind 
Hang it on a shelf and goodav than good times 
 
Tatoos and memories and asking on trial 
For what it's worth it was worth all the while 
 
Chorus 

Time Of Your Life

While the intermediates play this read pages 1-10 in the Guitar Reference.



Brown Eyed Girl 
 
G       C   G               D         G                C            G         D           G 
||: Hey, where did we | go | days when the rains | came. | Down in the | hollow | playin' a new | game. | Laughin' and a | 
 
 C               G                       D        G           C              G     D                                C 
runnin', hey, hey, |  Skippin' and a | jumpin, | In the misty morn | ing fog with | our | hearts a thumpin' and | you, 
 
D                                 G    Em      C               D                           G      D              
My Brown Eyed Girl, |        |       | You're my | Brown Eyed Girl. |       | Do you remem- | ber when | we 
 
          G              C              G                    D   G                    C             G                    D         
 used to sing | Sha la la la  | la la la la | la la la te da. |      | Sha la la la | la la la la | la la la te da.| la te da.:| | 

Verse 2 
Whatever happened to Tuesday and so slow Going down the old mine with a transistor radio Standing in the sunlight lau
behind a rainbows wall Skipping and a sliding All along the water fall With you, my Brown Eyed Girl You, my Brown E
remember when we used to sing Sha la la la la la la la la la la te da. Sha la la la la la la la la la la te da. 
 
Verse 3 
So hard to find my way, now that I'm all on my own I saw you just the other day, my, how you have grown Cast my mem
Lord Sometime I'm overcome thinking 'bout Making love in the green grass Behind the stadium With you, my Brown E
you, my Brown Eyed Girl. Do you remember when we used to sing Sha la la la la la la la la la la te da. Sha la la la la la l

The Key here is to first practice the following:  4/4||: G  | C  | G  | D  : ||



Earth Angel 
 

           G           Em        C                 D7        G             Em       C  
6/8 Earth ||: Angel Earth | Angel | will you be | mine | My darling | dear | love you all the | 
   

D7       G    Em       C     D7               G      Em    C      D7           G             Em 
time | I'm just a | fool  | A fool in | love with | you |       |        |  Earth | Angel Earth | Angel | 
 
C        D7       G                 Em      C         D7        G           Em       C             D7 
the one I a | dore | love you for|ever and |ever  | more | I'm just a | fool | A fool in | love with | 
 

G      (G7) C                   G          C          D7                 G       (G7)  C 
you  |   I| fell for | you | and I | knew the | vision of your | loves loveli|ness  |  I | hope and I | 
 

C         G                         Em   A7        D7  G           Em 
pray  | that someday | I'll be the | vision  | of your happi|ness |Earth | Angel Earth | Angel | 
 
C        D7        G                Em     C  D7       G      Em        C  
please be | mine | my darling | dear  | love you all the | time | I'm just a | fool a | fool in |  
 

D7        G   Em  C     D7     G 
love with | you  |     |      |      :||       || 

Note that this song is in 6/8 time.  There are 6 beats or counts per measure they
Are grouped into two groups of 3:  1, 2, 3,   4, 5, 6 with accents on beats 1 and
4.  You will strum each chord 6 times per measure.



This is an exercise in 3rd’s Thirds are very consonant and what all
chords are made of in traditional harmony.  The first 2 notes of 
each  of the measures are the root and 3rd of the chord.  The 2nd 2 
notes are passing tones and the 3rd group of 2 notes are the 3rd and 
the 5th of the chord (this applies to the G and C Chords).  For the 
D chord it is outlining the chord with the root then 3rd a passing 
tone then the 5th of the chord



                     Give Me One Reason 
G                                                        C       D                 G 
Give me one reason to stay here and I'll turn right back around. 
C                    D    G 
Give me one reason to stay here and I'll turn right back  around. 
D                              
I said I don't wanna leave you lonely, 
C                                                      G               (D) 
You've gotta make me change my mind. 
G                                              C     D                  G 
baby I got your number and I know that you got mine. 
C            D    G 
You know that I called you, I called too many times. 
D 
You can call me baby 
              C                          G               (D) 
You can call anytime, Cut you got to call me. 

The chords go:
||: G     | G  C  | G     |        | C     | C  D  | G    |       | D   | C   | G   |  D    : ||

Work on them this way before trying to apply to the song.



Under The Boardwalk 
The Drifters

 
 
Verse 1 
            G                    
Oh when the sun beams down and burns the  
              D7 
tar up on the roof. 
         D7 
And your shoes get so hot you wish your  
                     G 
tired feet were fire-proof. 
 
Refrain 
           C                     G 
Under the boardwalk, down by the sea, yeah. 
       G                  D7           G 
On a blanket with my baby's where I'll be. 
          Em 
Under the boardwalk, out of the sun 
            D 
(Under the boardwalk!), we'll be having some fun, 
            Em  
(Under the boardwalk!) people walking above,  
            D 
(Under the boardwalk!) we'll be falling in love, 
           Em 
under the boardwalk, boardwalk. 
 
Verse 2 
 
From the park you hear the happy sound of the carousel. 
You can almost taste the hotdogs and french fries they 
sell. 
 
Refrain: <Under the boardwalk...!> 
 





Knockin' On Heaven's Door 
Verse 1 
  G                   D                                    Am    G             D                          C      G                        D     
| Mama take this badge off of me |           | I can't use it any more |      | It's getting dark   , too dark for me to 
 Am      G                            D                                              C       G                     D                                             Am  
| see      | I feel like I'm kmockin' on heaven's door  |      | Knock, knock, knockin' on heaven's door |        | 
 G                        D                                               C     G                                D                                         Am  
| Knock, knock, knockin' on heaven's door |       |  Knock, knock, knockin' on heaven's door  |           |  
 G                                 D                                     C     
| Knock, knock, knockin' on heaven's door |       |   
 
Verse 2 
  G                   D                                          Am    G                  D                          C    G                        D     
|: Mama put my guns on the ground |          | I can't use them any more |      |That long black cloud is comin' down 
 Am      G                   D                                                    C    G                                          D                               Am  
|            | I feel like I'm kmockin' on heaven's door  |      | Knock, knock, knockin' on heaven's door |        | 
 G                        D                                             C         G                                     D                                 Am  
| Knock, knock, knockin' on heaven's door |       |  Knock, knock, knockin' on heaven's door  |           |  
 G                                     D                                 C      
| Knock, knock, knockin' on heaven's door |       :|| 
 
Repeat verse 1 

Notes in the G chord are G, B and D
D is D, F# and A
Am7 are A, C, E and G
C is C, E and G. 
The melody follows the notes in the chord for the most part.





1
2 3

B7

4

X                     0

The B7 Chord

Notice how the first 3 fingers are very close to what a D7 is only on
on other strings.  Get those fingers down first and then add in the
4th finger.

You will need this chord for Secret Agent Man

1    1     1    1    1    1

3

B7 Guitar II

4



Pride And Joy 
 

       E7 
4/4  1. Well you've ||: heard about love givin' sight| to the blind.  | My baby's lovin'cause the 
                       2.    love my baby my                        heart & soul        love like ours won't 
 
    A7        E7 
sun to shine.  She's my | sweet thing  |      She's my   | pride and joy  |   She's my  | 
never grow old. 
 
B7      A7    E         E   B7  E (Tacit) 
sweet little baby I'm | her little lover | boy   |    Yeah I  :||  love my lady to | be long and lean 
         love my baby like the finest wine 
 
E                A7 
you mess with her you'll see a | man gettin' mean.  Shes my  | sweet thing  |      She's my   |  
Stick with her until the   end of time 
 
E7        B7           A7     E           E     B7   
pride and joy  |   She's my  |sweet little baby I'm | her little lover | boy   |     || 
 



Pride and Joy

Power Trio Blues and Rock
Start by learning the chords.  Do 

these in 1st position.



Pride And Joy 
 

       E7 
4/4  1. Well you've ||: heard about love givin' sight| to the blind.  | My baby's lovin'cause the 
                       2.    love my baby my                        heart & soul        love like ours won't 
 
    A7        E7 
sun to shine.  She's my | sweet thing  |      She's my   | pride and joy  |   She's my  | 
never grow old. 
 
B7      A7    E         E   B7  E (Tacit) 
sweet little baby I'm | her little lover | boy   |    Yeah I  :||  love my lady to | be long and lean 
         love my baby like the finest wine 
 
E                A7 
you mess with her you'll see a | man gettin' mean.  Shes my  | sweet thing  |      She's my   |  
Stick with her until the   end of time 
 
E7        B7           A7     E           E     B7   
pride and joy  |   She's my  |sweet little baby I'm | her little lover | boy   |     || 
 
Some things you can do.  For the A7 coming down  play a A7/C#.   

A/C#

1 1 1

3

X X             

333
222

E Minor Pentatonic Scale

 
 
Scales to use against this progression.   
1. For entire progression use E blues. 
2. For the E and E7 chords:  E blues, E mixolydian (A scale starting with E), E minor pentatoni

E major pentatonic scale,  E dorian mode (D major scale starting and ending on E), E 1/2-
whole tone. 

3. For the A and A7 chords:  E blues, A mixolydian, A minor pentatonic, A major pentatonic, A
dorian mode (G major scale starting and ending on A), A 1/2-whole tone scale.  

4. For the B7 chord:  E blues, B mixolydian, B minor pentatonic, B major pentatonic, B dorian 
mode (A major scale starting and ending on B), B 1/2-whole tone scale. 
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Pride And Joy 
 

       E7 
4/4  1. Well you've ||: heard about love givin' sight| to the blind.  | My baby's lovin'cause the 
                       2.    love my baby my                        heart & soul        love like ours won't 
 
    A7        E7 
sun to shine.  She's my | sweet thing  |      She's my   | pride and joy  |   She's my  | 
never grow old. 
 
B7      A7    E         E   B7  E (Tacit) 
sweet little baby I'm | her little lover | boy   |    Yeah I  :||  love my lady to | be long and lean 
         love my baby like the finest wine 
 
E                A7 
you mess with her you'll see a | man gettin' mean.  Shes my  | sweet thing  |      She's my   |  
Stick with her until the   end of time 
 
E7        B7           A7     E           E     B7   
pride and joy  |   She's my  |sweet little baby I'm | her little lover | boy   |     || 
 
Some things you can do.  For the A7 coming down  play a A7/C#.   
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Leadbelly 

Selected songs and backup



    Midnight Special 
 
         E           A     E 
4/4  ||: Well you wake up in the | morning | hear the ding-dong | ring  |  
 
E     B7      E   A 
Go marchin' to the | table | See the same damn | thing  | Well it's on the | table |  
 
A         E                B7 
knife and fork up in a | pan | An if you say anything | about it |  
 
B7   E               A 
You be in trouble with the | Man | Let the Midnight | Special| shine it's light on|  
 
E             B7                                 E      E      
me    | Let the midnight | special | 2/4 Shine it's | 4/4 everlasting love on | me :||           || 
 
Well, the biscuits on the table, just as hard as any rock,  
If you try to eat them break a convict's heart. 
My sister wrote a letter, my mother wrote a card. 
If you want to come to see us, you'll have to ride the rods. 
 
Now if you go to Houston, Lawd, you better walk right. 
You better not stagger and you better not fight. 
Or the sheriff will arrest you and the judge will send you down. 
You can bet your bottom dollar, You be Penitentiary bound. 



    Midnight Special 
 
         E           A     E 
4/4  ||: Well you wake up in the | morning | hear the ding-dong | ring  |  
 
E     B7      E   A 
Go marchin' to the | table | See the same damn | thing  | Well it's on the | table |  
 
A         E                B7 
knife and fork up in a | pan | An if you say anything | about it |  
 
B7   E               A 
You be in trouble with the | Man | Let the Midnight | Special| shine it's light on|  
 
E             B7                                 E      E      
me    | Let the midnight | special | 2/4 Shine it's | 4/4 everlasting love on | me :||           || 
 
Well, the biscuits on the table, just as hard as any rock,  
If you try to eat them break a convict's heart. 
My sister wrote a letter, my mother wrote a card. 
If you want to come to see us, you'll have to ride the rods. 
 
Now if you go to Houston, Lawd, you better walk right. 
You better not stagger and you better not fight. 
Or the sheriff will arrest you and the judge will send you down. 
You can bet your bottom dollar, You be Penitentiary bound. 
 
Well yonder comes Dr. Melton. How in the world do you know. 
Well they give me a tablet the day before. 
Well there never was a doctor travel through by land. 
That could cure the fever of a convict man. 
 
Yonder comes little Rosie. How in the world do you know. 
I can tell her by her apron an the dress she wore. 
Umbrella on her shoulder, piece of paper in her hand. 
Well, I her her tell the captain. I want my man. 







Here play the B7 as a A form of CAGED for the 1st beat then barre just the 2nd,
3rd, and 4th strings at the 4th fret for the rest of the measure.



    Midnight Special 
 
         E           A     E 
4/4  ||: Well you wake up in the | morning | hear the ding-dong | ring  |  
 
E     B7      E   A 
Go marchin' to the | table | See the same damn | thing  | Well it's on the | table |  
 
A         E                B7 
knife and fork up in a | pan | An if you say anything | about it |  
 
B7   E               A 
You be in trouble with the | Man | Let the Midnight | Special| shine it's light on|  
 
E             B7                                 E      E      
me    | Let the midnight | special | 2/4 Shine it's | 4/4 everlasting love on | me :||           || 
 
Well, the biscuits on the table, just as hard as any rock,  
If you try to eat them break a convict's heart. 
My sister wrote a letter, my mother wrote a card. 
If you want to come to see us, you'll have to ride the rods. 
 
Now if you go to Houston, Lawd, you better walk right. 
You better not stagger and you better not fight. 
Or the sheriff will arrest you and the judge will send you down. 
You can bet your bottom dollar, You be Penitentiary bound. 



Folsom Prison Blues by Johnny Cash 
(from "The Songs of Johnny Cash") 
 
  E 
I hear the train a-comin'; it's rollin' 'round the bend, 
 
  E                                             E 
And I ain't seen the sunshine since I don't know when, 
 
    A                                            E 
I'm stuck at Folsom Prison and time keeps draggin' on. 
 
         B                                     E 
But that train keeps a-rollin' on down to San Antone. 
 
 
2. When I was just a baby, my momma told me, "Son, 
   Always be a good boy; don't ever play with guns." 
   But I shot a man in Reno, just to watch him die. 
   When I hear that whistle blowin', I hang my head and cry. 
 
3. I bet there's rich folk eatin'in a fancy dining car. 
   They're prob'ly drinkin' coffee and smokin' big cigars, 
   But I know I had it comin', I know I can't be free, 
   But those people keep a-movin', and that's what tortures me. 
 
4. Well if they freed me from this prison, if that railroad train was 
mine, 
   I bet I'd move it all a little farther down the line, 
   Far from Folsom Prison, that's where I want to stay, 
   And I'd let that lonesome whistle blow my blues away. 
 



I Walk the Line 
Johnny Cash 
 
A        E7                           A 
I keep a close watch on this heart of mine 
A         E7                     A 
I keep my eyes wide open all the time. 
A          D                         A 
I keep the ends out for the tie that binds 
A              E7               A 
Because you're mine, I walk the line 
 
I find it very, very easy to be true 
I find myself alone when each day is through 
Yes, I'll admit I'm a fool for you 
Because you're mine, I walk the line 
 
As sure as night is dark and day is light 
I keep you on my mind both day and night 
And happiness I've known proves that it's right 
Because you're mine, I walk the line 
 
You've got a way to keep me on your side 
You give me cause for love that I can't hide 
For you I know I'd even try to turn the tide 
Because you're mine, I walk the line



Play in 1st position



Secondary Melodic Idea

• This happens every other time.
• It is a rhythmic figure comprised of the root 

and the b7 of each chord.
• 1st one is in 1st position, 2nd is up at 7th

position.  Either work fine.



This is a backup 
part.  Could also 
do an octave 
higher.





The fill at the end

• 2 ways to play.
• It is just an E7 arpeggio
• Same idea as ending line to “I Feel Fine” 

by James Brown and Jose Feliciano’s 
version of “Light My Fire”.

• Again the Chord rules.




